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Some Interesting Things AboutSome Interesting Things About 
OzFlux and TERN

… and a little bit about FluxNet… and a little bit about FluxNet
Peter Isaac



OutlineOutline

• Current status of the OzFlux network.

• Distribution of OzFlux sites by climate and 
vegetation type.g yp

• OzFlux data portal usage.

• Some comments on OzFlux and TERN.

• Even fewer comments on OzFlux and 
FluxNet.FluxNet.



OzFlux Network: June 2011
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Australian Vegetation Type
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Vegetation Extent
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• Types up to 15 are “woody”, types from 16 to 27 yp p y , yp
are “grassy”

• Tumbarumba and Howard Springs are bothTumbarumba and Howard Springs are both 
classified as type 4 (mid-dense forest)
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• Using a broad “woody” or “grassy” 
classification based on the AusLIG data set
– 16 OzFlux sites are over “woody” vegetation

4 O Fl it “ ” t ti– 4 OzFlux sites are over “grassy” vegetation
• Total coverage of vegetation types with at 

least one tower is 50.3%



OzFlux Data Portal



OzFlux Data Portal Usageg

• 5 institutions have submitted data• 5 institutions have submitted data.
– University of Technology Sydney, Monash 

U i it Ch l D i U i itUniversity, Charles Darwin University, 
Queensland University of Technology, 
U i it f M lbUniversity of Melbourne.

• Data for 8 sites has been submitted, two of 
which are no longer operating.

• There are 40 data files on the site covering• There are 40 data files on the site covering 
the years from 2007 to 2011 to date at 

i itvarious sites.



Wh i i i b iWhy is it important to submit 
data to the OzFlux data portal?data to the OzFlux data portal?



Terrestrial Ecosystem Research Network

OzFlux is a facility under TERN



Why is TERN important?W y s N po ?
• TERN is handing out the money ...

– NCRIS (OzFlux got $2.5M)
– EIF (OzFlux got $?M)

• … but TERN wants things for the money.
– gather all ecosystem data under 1 umbrella (TERN)g y ( )
– data to be publicly available in timely manner
– comprehensive and well documented meta-datap
– intra- and inter-facility collaboration

• Doing these things is required not optionalDoing these things is required, not optional.
– doing them will also cause the TERN gods to look 

favourably upon your effortsfavourably upon your efforts



Who isWho is 
doing what?g

AusCover
OzFlux

ACEAS



OzFlux and FluxNetOzFlux and FluxNet
• There are 21 sites listed under Regional WebsitesThere are 21 sites listed under Regional Websites, 

OzFlux is one of them.

• OzFlux occupies a sparsely populated part of the 
current FluxNet climate space
– particularly length of growing season

• OzFlux occupies an even more sparsely populatedOzFlux occupies an even more sparsely populated 
vegetation space

predominantly evergreen species– predominantly evergreen species

• OzFlux contributed to La Thuile, will contribute to 
Berkeley but needs to focus on next synthesis.



Challenges for OzFluxChallenges for OzFlux
• Long term survival and long term funding• Long term survival and long term funding.
• Data licensing and public availability.
• Calibration.
• Greater collaboration between groups• Greater collaboration between groups 

within OzFlux.
– More frequent small gatherings?

• Greater collaboration with other TERNGreater collaboration with other TERN 
facilities:

e MAST PALS A sCo er EcoInformatics– e-MAST, PALS, AusCover, EcoInformatics



… And the Last Words

• Thanks to all of the people currently 
wrestling with towers and data, particularly 
the new entrants.
– Keep persevering because the cause is 

worthwhileworthwhile.


